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SUB J : BHUTTO'S PRIVATE VISIT FOCUSSES ON ECONOMICS 
REF: ISLAMABAD 9070 

1. PAKISTANI PREMIER'S OCTOBER 1-2 VISIT WAS PLAYED BY PRESS AS 
SEARCH FOR ASSISTANCE WITH "SERIOUS ECONOMIC SITUATION" FACING 
HIS COUNTRY. BHUTTO S DESCRIPTION OF FLOOD DAMAGE AND DECLINING 
PURCHASING POWER OF PAKISTANI EXPORTS WAS COUPLED WITH MENTION 
OF PAKISTAN'S PROSPECTIVE OIL BILL OF $400 MILLION THIS YEAR. 
SOMEWHAT DEFENSIVELY, PRESS NOTED THAT IRAN HAD ALREADY ASSISTED 
PAKISTAN WITH SOME $700 MILLION OF ECONOMIC AID LAST YEAR AND 
SPECULATED THAT A STEP-UP OF AID WAS POSSIBLE AS A RESULT OF 
BHUTTO'S VISIT. 

2. BHUTTO HAS LATE EVENING MEETING WITH SHAH OCTOBER 1 AND SAW 
HIM AGAIN FOLLOWING MORNING, FOR A TOTAL OF SOME FIVE HOURS. 

PRESS GAVE NO DETAILS ON TOPICS DISCUSSED. PAK AMBASADOR 
KHATTAK COULD GIVE DCM NO INSIGHT AS TOWHAT RESULTS CAME 
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OFFICERS HAD NO INFORMATION BECAUSE OF PRIVATE NATURE OF 
VISIT AND MEETINGS WITH SHAH. 

3. DURING PRESS INTERVIEW BHUTTO MADE ONLY BRIEF MENTION 
OF''CONFRONTATION''WITH INDIA WHICH HE SAID PUT STRAIN ON 
PAKSITAN’S MEAGER RESOURCES. HE COMMENTED THAT BANGLADESH 
PRESIDENT AHMAD HAD UNDERSTOODHE SHOULD RETURN HIS COUNTRY 
TO A PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM ALTHOUGH BHUTTO REFERRED TO 
UNNAMED FOREIGN POWERS FOMENTING TROUBLE IN BALUCHINSTAN, HE 
SAID SITUATION THERE HAD IMPROVED NOW THAT TRIBAL REBELLION 
WAS "BROKER" AND AREA WAS BEING INTERGRATED ECONOMICALLY, 
POLITICALLY AND SENTIMENTALLY INTO PAKISTAN. 

4. COMMENT: THERE HAS BEEN NO CONFIRMATION OF ANY DISCUSSION 
OF IRANIAN FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR PAK PURCHASES OF MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT, ALTHOUGH WE ASSUME THIS MUST HAVE TAKEN PLACE. 
HELMS 
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